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Jon vi. 53. 


Verily, verily, J ſay unto you, Ex- 


cept ye eat the fleſh of the ſon of 
man, and drink his bleod, ye 


have no fe in you. 


H' the principal ſupport of 

W/ the doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tration is drawn from the 

E words of the inſtitution of 
the Lord's-ſupper, which I 
have already conſidered ; yet 
becauſe this»diſcourſe of our Lord in this 
chapter is made great uſe of to this purpoſe 
by the Popiſh writers, and particularly in- 
ſiſted on in the late Profeſſion of faith, and 
is the only place in the New Teſtament be- 
ſides, which can give any colour or coun- 
tenance to it ; I have therefore thought it 
might be proper to conſider this matter at 
this time, which . has been ſo often mi- 

ſtaken by them, and perhaps is not always 
A 2 diſtinctly 
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: A Second Diſcourſe 


diſtinctly underſtood among our ſelves, It 
will be ſufficient to the preſent purpoſe, and 
lead us to take in the whole chapter, 
ſo far as it relates to this ſubject, to con+ 
ſider a little particularly theſe two enquiries: 
1. Whether this diſcourſe of our Lord has 

any direct relation to the Lord's-ſupper ? 
2. If it has any reference to it, Whether 
there is any ground in it for the doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation ? 


I. Whether it has any direct relation to 
the Lord's-fupper : 1. e. Whether this was 
the primary deſign of it, and what our 
Lord intended to inſtruct the people about 
at this time: If it was not, there can be 
no pretence for this doctrine in this diſ- 
courſe ; and that it has no direct relation 


to it will I think ſufficiently appear, by con- 


fidering all the circumſtances of the caſe, 
and fixing the true ſenſe of it, viz. the oc- 
cafion of ſpeaking it; the perſons to whom 
it was directed ; the time of it, and the 
proper meaning of! it, as here explained * 
our Lord himſelf. 


1. Let us conſider to this purpoſe the 

occaſion of it. If we conſult the former 
of the chapter, we ſhall find that this was 
the miracle of the /oaves, and the mention 
of the manna in the wilderneſs. Our Lord 
having croſſed the ſea, or the lake of Galzlee 
in 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 


in that part of it which waſhes the city of 
Tiberias, which was built by Herod in ho- 
nour of Tiberius Ceſar ; and went into the 
deſert for greater retirement, the multitude 
who had ſeen his miracles followed him. 
The compaſſionate Redeemer, who was con- 
cerned for the bodies as well as the fouls of 
men, was ſolicitous for their refreſhment in 


ſo deſolate a place, and fed five thouſand 


men, befides the women and children, with 


3 


five barley loaves, and two ſmall fiſhes : A ver. 11. 


ſmall proviſion for ſo great a number ; but 


he knew what he would do; for when they — 6. 


were all filled they gathered the fragments 
together, and filled twelve baskets with the 


fragments which remained over and above to —12, 13. 


them who had eaten. Each of the twelve 
diſciples filled his basket with fragments, 
as they had diſtributed the loaves to the 
people. Upon the ſight of this miracle the 
multitude were ſo ſtruck with amazement 


and conviction, that they faid, This 7s of 
a truth that prophet who ſhould come into 


the wworld, i. e. the promiſed Meſſiah who 
has been fo long expected: and in the ſud- 
den tranſport of their zeal, were for taking 
him by force and making him their king. 
They were for liſting under him as their 
head and chief, agreeably to the worldly 
notions and ſpirit of the carnal Jeus, ex- 
pecting probably under ſuch a captain to 
be delivered from the power of the Ro- 


mans, 


14. 


15. 


6 


21. 


31. 


A Second Diſcourſe 
mans, as the 1/raelites were by Moſes from 


the Egyptians. 


When they came back to Capernaum the 
next day, following Jeſus and the diſciples 
who departed the evening before, our Lord 
knowing the temper of their minds, and 
the motives of their action, reproved them 
for their worldly-mindedneſs ; Ye ſeek me 
not becauſe ye ſaw the miracle, and attended 
to the true deſign of it, but becauſe ye did 
eat of the loaves and were filled ; and called 
off their minds from earthly things, and put 
them upon believing in him. He took the 
advantage of feeding their bodies to inſtruct 
their minds. They took offence at the free- 
dom he uſed with them, and altered their 
mind and behaviour towards him : So 
changeable and inconſtant is the mind of the 
multitude, and ſo eaſily, and ſometimes 
unreaſonably, do they run into the greateſt 
extremes. They now demanded a ſign of 
him; What ſign ſheweſt thou then, that we 
may believe? What doft thou work ? This 
was very unreaſonable, when the multi- 
tude had followed him over the ſea, be- 
cauſe they ſaw the miracles he had done on 
them who were diſeaſed ; and they had ſeen 
the miracles of the loaves but the day be- 
fore, Upon this occaſion, they tell him of 


the manna in the wilderneſs ; Our fathers 


did eat manna in the wilderneſs, as tis 
written, He gave them bread from heaven, q. d. 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 7 

If thou wouldſt have us believe on thee, 
let us ſee ſuch a miracle as Moſes wrought 
in the wilderneſs, when he fed a whole na- 
tion of men for forty years, with bread 
from heaven. This was faid by way of 
diminution and diſparagement of the mira- 
cle he had wrought. | 

Theſe two things occaſioned our Lord's 
diſcourſe in the following part of the chap- 
ter, and led him to ſpeak of himſelf in 
this manner, under the figure of the bread za, ,,. 
of God, and the bread from heaven: a way 
of, ſpeaking familiar in our Lord's diſcour- 
ſes, and common among the Fews. So he 
took occaſion from the water of Jacob's 
_ well, to diſcourſe to the woman of Sama- 
ria, of the waters of life. This therefore Chap. iv. 
was very agreeable to the occaſion, and a — 
natural tranſition to ſuch a deſcription of 
himſelf, without any need to ſuppoſe the 
ſacrament intended by it, which is not 
once mentioned throughout the whole chap- 
ter, nor any of the outward figns which 
belong to it; and which the occaſion did 
not at all lead him to. This will further 
appear if you conſider, 

2. The perſons who were ſpoken to. 
Ti plain from the beginning of the chap- 
ter, that they were the people of Caper- 
naum, who had followed him into the de- 
ſert, and ſeen his miracles; and that they 
were ſpoken in the ſynagogue, where _ 

| Lor 


8 


59. 


26. 


27. 


34. 
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Lord was,uſed to take all opportunities of 


3 the people, and teaching his do- 
ctrine; Theſe things ſaid be in the ſynagogue 
as he taught at Capernaum. 

Now it will be to our preſent purpoſe to 
conſider the temper and character under 
which they are here repreſented. It plain- 
ly appears, that they were worldly-minded 
and infincere; for they followed him not 
for the miracle, but for the loaves and on- 
ly to be fed and entertained by him, with- 
out their own labour and care. They were 
offended at him when he calls them to ſeek 
heavenly things, and to /abour not for the 
meat which-periſheth, bit for that which 
endureth to everlaſting life. And when he 
firſt told them of the bread of God which 
cometh down from heaven, and grveth life to 


the world; which they underſtood of the 


Rom. xvi. 
18. 


— 


preſent life, and then they ſaid, Evermore 
give us this bread: Tho Moſes wrought 
many other miracles, they only take no- 
tice of the manna in the wilderneſs. They 
were wholly intent upon preſent good, and 


ſenſible gratification, They minded earthly 


things, and ſet their hearts and fections 
upon things on the earth, not on things above, 
and were like thoſe who ſerved not the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, but their own bellies. 

And they were prejudiced and captious, 
who inſtead of being willing to be 1n- 
ſtructed, and attend to his doctrine, miſ- 

conſtrued 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 9 
conſtrued his words, and underſtood him 


in a groſs and carnal manner, contrary to 
the occaſion and true deſign of them: 80 
they murmured at him, becauſe be ſaid, I 40. 
am the bread of life which came down from 
heaven. They cavilled at his birth and 
kindred, and reproached him with his mean 
deſcent and appearance; I not this Jeſus 43. 
the ſon of Joſeph, whoſe father and mother 
we know ; how 15 it then that he ſaith, I came 
down from heaven ; as if they would charge 
him with a falſhood. So when our Lord 
tells them, No man can come unto me, ex- 
cept the Father who hath ſent me draw him; 44, 65. 
he don't deſign to excuſe them, but to 
blame them. He drew them with the cords Hoſea xi. 
of a man, by the powerful motives of his 4- 
doctrine and miracies, and the common 
influences of his grace; and ſo the Father 
is drawing men to Chriſt wherever the goſ- 
pel comes; but they drew back, and al- 
ways refiſted the Holy Ghoſt. They wreſted Ads vii. 
his words with great perverſeneſs ; The 5": 
Jews thergfore ſtrove among themſelves, ſay- 
ing, How can this man give us his fleſhto _, 
eat? Some among the diſciples, who ſeem- 
ed to own and follow him, ſaid, This is 60. 
hard ſaying, who can hear it ; too hard to 
be digeſted; and afterwards went back and 66. 
followed no more with him.“ They quit- 

B | ted 


e rr may refer either to gebs or to guar 
underſtood ; from that time, or upon the occaſion of that 
diſcourſe : Our tranſlators follow the former; I think the 
latter more natural. | 
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ted their appearing profeſſion and regard 
to him when they found his doctrine was 
not for their turn, and was wholly cal- 
culated to promote their ſpiritual good, 
not their worldly intereſts and ends. Upon 
this account he tells them ; You alſo have 


36. ſeen me, or known me, and believed not. 


Matt. x1. 


23+ 


This was the true reaſon of their offence, 


not the want of ſufficient means of con- 
viction.; for they ſaw his miracles, the evi- 
dences of his divine authority and com- 
miſſion; but becauſe they were not rightly 


w diſpoſed towards him, and did not like 


his doctrine. And he upbraids them at an- 
other time, Thou Capernaum, who art ex- 
alted up unto heaven, ſhalt be brought down 
to hell; for if the mighty wor#s which have 
been done in thee had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained to this day: It will 
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in 
the day of judgment, than for thee, They 
were incurably obſtinate in their infidelity 
under all their advantages for faith, and 
tho” it was the place of his ordinary reſi- 
dence, and mighty works. 

Nowy 


+ £@egx47e may probably ſignify a tranſient and care- 
leſs view of things without due conſideration, or cloſe at- 
tention of mind to the true reaſon and deſign of them: 
but in the 4oth, where he ſays, Every one <vho hath ſeen 
the Son, and belicveth on him, hath everlaſting life ; the 
word Star may fignify a cloſe and attentive conſidera- 
tion, or deep contemplating and weighing the circumſtances 
and reaſons of the caſe, which belongs to upright minds, 
and is productive of faith. 


4 


Concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 
. Now is it at all likely, or ſuitable to this 
ſtate of things, that our Lord ſhould tell 
ſuch people as theſe, in ſuch circumſtances, 
and upon ſuch an occaſion, of the facra- 
ment of the Lord's-ſupper ; the facred in- 
ſtitution peculiar to his followers, who 
were ſo diſpoſed towards him, and were 
ready to forſake him? Would it not have 
been quite diſagreeable to his uſual conduct, 
to go off from the immediate occaſion of 
his diſcourſe, to a thing ſo foreign to it, 
and to perſons fo improper, and who were 
never like to have any concern in it? Add 
to this, | 
3. The time of it, or when our Lord 
held this diſcourſe with the Caparnaites. 
Tis a circumſtance of ſome confideration, 
and will give further light to the matter, 
if we can fix the time when it was ſpoken, 
It appears from the beginning of the chap- 
ter, that it was about the time of the paſſ- 
over: And tbe paſſover, the feaſt of the 
Fews was nigh ; or near approaching. The 
paſſover was an annual commemoration of 
their deliverance out of Egypt, and the 
greateſt fe/t;val in the Jewiſh church, and 
which occaſioned the greateſt reſort from 
all quarters. It was obſerved in the middle 
of the month Nan, which anſwers to our 
March, and fo accounts for the expreſſion 
in the 10th verſe, that there was much graſs 
B 2 in 


11 


12 
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in the place where the five thouſand were 


made to fit down. 

This diſcourſe happened a little before the 
celebration of the paſſover; and we find by 
the evangeliſts, that the Lord's-ſupper was 
inſtituted at the time of the paſſover, a little 
before his ſufferings. Now ſuppoſing it was 
only the third paſſover after his baptiſm, 
which is the loweſt computation, for ſome 
think it was the ſecond; and there will 
be above a year's diſtance from the time of 
this diſcourſe to the time of the inſtituti- 
on. So that the Lord's-ſupper was not yet 
in being, and was not inſtituted till at leaſt 
a whole year after, It can't be thought 
reaſonable that our Lord ſhould ſpeak di- 
realy in a large diſcourſe, to a multitude 
of people who were now offended with 
him, and grown averſe to him, and of 
whom many forſook him, as ſoon as he 
had finiſhed it, of the prime ordinance of 
the goſpel worſhip, ſo long before the in- 
ſtitution of it, and of which, I think, we 
find not the leaſt mention or allufion to it, 
in any part of the goſpel beſides. 

And tho' he ſpeaks to them of his death, 
or giving his fleſh for the life of the world, 
which was at as great a diſtance as the in- 
ſtitution of the ſacrament ; yet that was 
the prime deſign of his coming into the 
world, and was only occaſionally dropt 
under covert expreſſions, and not the pro- 
feſſed ſubject of it neither, "Tis much 

more 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 

more reaſonable to ſuppoſe that his diſcourſe 
ſhould turn upon ſome uſeful ſubject, and 
which more immediately concerned them- 
ſelves, and was more ſuitable to the temper 
of the people, and the preſent circum- 
ſtances of thine , than that he ſhould ſpeak 
to them of a thing relative to the ſubject 
and occaſion of it, which was not now in 
being, and could not be underſtood by any 
who heard it, But to come nearer to the 
matter ; 

4. Let us conſider the proper meaning 
of this diſcourſe, as here explained by our 
Lord himſelf. And becauſe this is the moſt 
direct and confiderable proof, and upon 


which the merits of the cauſe muſt turn, 


I ſhall repreſent it more diſtinctly. 

Now I obſerve in the firſt place, That 
our Lord explains himſelf by believing in 
him, or receiving and embracing his do- 
Qrine : And this he not only dropt occa- 
ſionally, but is carried quite thro' the chap- 
ter, and repeated over and over, to lead 
them to a right ſenſe of his words, and 
ö my them from miſconſtruction. Thus 

e tells them, This is the work of God, that 


13 


ye BELIEVE on him whom he hath ſent. —— 


am the bread of life; he who cOMETH to 
me Mall 1 never hunger, and he who BELIE“ 
VETH 


he alluſion here is loſt in our tranſlation, which would 
appear by thus rendering the 27th, Work not chiefly for the 
meat <which periſbeth, $pya(4:. 28th, What ſhall wwe do, 
that wwe might work 11 works of God, «p22{ won 29th, 
This is the work of God, Tema 64 her. 
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37- VETH in me ſhall never thirſt, And, All 


that the Father hath given me, ſhall come 
to me; and him who COMETH unto me, I 
will in no wiſe caſt out; which is a uſual 
expreſſion in the New Teſtament, to ſig- 
nity believing in him, or becoming his diſ- 
ciples, and taking him for our teacher and 
Lord. So again, This 7s the will of him 
who ſent me, that every one who ſceth the Son, 
and BELIEVETH in him, may have ever- 
laſting life. And in another expreſſion of 
great force, to the fame purpoſe : He ho 
eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, 
DWELLETH in me, and I in him. This 
is explained by the ſame apoſtle, He who 
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. The ſenſe is, he loveth me, and de- 
lighteth in me, and is thereby intimately 
united to me, and communicates from me, 
as the branches from the vine, or the food 
which is digeſted and incorporated with 
the body; and I have a ſpecial favour and 
regard to him, and will be preſent with 

him, and manifeſt myſelf to him. 
From all this it appears plainly, That 
he ſpeaks in theſe figurative expreſſions, 
taken from the occaſion of his diſcourſe, 
of believing in him or receiving his do- 
ctrine which he brought from heaven, 
and which is the proper food of the ſoul, 
as bread is of the body; all the precepts of 
purity and humility, of meekneſsand patience, 
of ſelf· denial and heavenly-mindedneſs, and 
particularly the doctrine of his death, or giving 
| ts 


— 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 15 


his life for the world. And though this 
may ſeem a harſh figure in our language, 
| yet it was very agreeable to the Jewiſh 
idiom, and eaſily underſtood among the 
Jews, Nothing was more frequent in the 
eaſtern languages, than to repreſent receiv- 
ing a doctrine, and harkening to inſtruc- 
tion, by eating and drinking it, or imbi- 
bing and digeſting it, as proper nouriſh- 
ment and food. So we read in the Old 
Teſtament : Wiſdom is introduced ſaying, 
Come eat of my bread, and drink of my prov. ix. 
wine, which I have mingled; i. e. the in-5- 
ſtructions which I have prepared: Eat ye —6. 
that which is good, and let your foul delight 
ztſelf in fatneſs, And ſo in the Prophet: 
Ho, every one who thirſteth, come to thelfa. lv. 1. 
waters of hife ; come buy and eat; buy wine 
and milk, without money and without price. 
And in the New Teſtament, our Lord 
| ſpeaks in the ſame figure: Bleſſed are they Matt. v.6. 
who hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs. 
And he ſays of himſelf, My meat is to db john iv. 
the will of him who ſent me. The apoſtle 34. 
— Jpeaks of being nouriſhed up in the words of 1 Tim. iv. 
faith and ſound doctrine. The firſt prin-®: 
ciples of chriſtianity are called milk for 
babes, and the fincere milk of the word; and Heb. v. 
more improved knowledge, meat for ſtrong 3. '+ 
men. The expreſſion of His fleſh and blood, 
in this ſenſe, is no harder to be under- 
| ſtood, than when the apoſtle ſays of the 
Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, Te are members of his „ 0 
his fleſh, and of his bones. * n 
Beſides, I obſerve again, That this eating 
and drinking ſtands connected with eternal 
Life. This is very remarkable in the whole 
diſcourſe, and repeated upon all occafions : 
He keeps this ſtill in view, and holds it up 
to them continually, as the great benefit 
and advantage by him, and the neceſſary 
and inſeparable conſequence and effect of it. 
To this purpoſe tis remarkable, That he 
prefers it to the manna in the wilderneſs. 


When the Jeus faid, Our fathers did eat 


32, 33- 


49- 


58, 


manna in the wilderneſs ; he anſwers, My 
Father gives you the true bread from heaven, 
and which giveth life to the world. And, 
This is the bread which came down from 
heaven, not as 1 did eat bread in 
the wilderneſs, and are dead; but he who 
eateth of this bread ſhall live for ever. And 
again, This is the bread which came down 


from heaven, that he may eat thereof and 


not die. Tis of a noble original, of a more 


excellent kind; it ſerves a higher purpoſe, 
and is of a greater extent. *Tis bread from 
heaven, and the bread of life, and which 
gives life to the world, and of which he 


who eateth ſhall live for ever. 


So 


The Talmudiſts frequently mention eating the Meffah, 
for partaking of his benefits. L:ightf. Horæ Heb. in Joh. 
vi. 53. And Philo Fudeus ſays, To qoaryew 6& TvuConov 
Teens xhuoarns. De Leg. Alleg. And Clem. Alexan. 
Bed g 38 4 70015 Te veis Ayu i voor 6 Seid bag 
Strom. Lib. 5. 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 


So he ſpeaks all along of fe as the con- 
ſequence of it; He who cometh to me Jhall 
never hunger, and he who believeth in me 
fall never thirſt : He thall want no neceſ- 
ſary help, and ſhall be ſatisfied with ſuit- 
able good. So the final felicity is repre- 
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35 


ſented, They ſhall hunger no more, neither Rev. viz. 
thirſt any more. And, This is the will 1. 


him who ſent me, that every one who ſeeth 
the Son and believeth on him may have ever- 
laſting life, and I will raiſe him up at the 
laſt 45 Verily, verily, I ay unto you, he 
who beiieveth on me hath everlaſting life : 
hath a preſent right, and is ſecure of the 
future poſſeſſion. As the living Father ſent 
me, and I live by the Father, ſo he who 
eateth me ſhall live by me. And, he who 
eateth this bread ſhall live for ever, Here 


is life, and everlaſting life; and raiſing up 


at the laſt day, to ſignify a ſtate of glori- 
ous bleſſedneſs and immortality. So our 
Lord tells the woman of Samaria, in the 
fame figure of ſpeech, But whoſoever drink- 
eth of the waters which T ſhall give him, 
ſhall never thirſt ; but the waters which J 


ſhall give him, ſhall be in him a well of _ 
John iv. 


water ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 


40. 
47. 


57,58. 


Now as all theſe various repreſentations '+ 


import ſomething ſpecial and peculiar to 
the perſons of whom they are ſpoken, and 
my ſignify the great bleſſings of the 
goſpel, and benefit * the death of m_— ; 
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18 A Second Diſcourſe 
ſo they all agree to the true ſenſe of the ex- 
preſſions as here repreſented and explained; 
that is, as they ſignify faith in him, or an 
hearty embracing his doctrine with an an- 
ſwerable ſubjection and dependence upon 
him. This is the great doctrine of the 
goſpel, and conſtant language of it, = 
ticularly in the writings of this apoſtle : 
Mark xvi. He who believeth ſhall be ſaved. God jo 
8 loved the world that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
John iii. And, He who believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
* 6. Jaſting life. Theſe things are written that 
36. : : 

you" might believe that Feſus is the Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and that believing you 
Chap. xx. might have hfe thro his name. And, God 
31% ſent his only begotten Son into the world that 

1 Ep. iv. wwe might live thro him. | 
Y But how does this agree to the ſacra- 
ment ? Do all who partake of that obtain 
everlaſting life; and is this the neceſlary 
conſequence of it ? Will it ſecure life to all 
who ever once partake of it, whatſoever they 
are otherwiſe? Did Judas obtain eternal 
life, ſuppoſing he partook of the Lord's- 
ſupper, as well as the reſt of the apoſtles, 
70. When our Lord fays here, Have not I cho- 
ſen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 
Does every wicked man and unbeliever, 
who continues under the power of fin, 


and is condemned by the goſpel, never- 
theleſs 


concerning Tranſubſantiation. 


theleſs obtain everlaſting life, if he comes 
to the facrament ? Can this be thought 
poſſible by any who believes the doctrine 
of Chriſt, or conſiders the nature of the 
future bleſſedneſs? No, the ſacrament may 
be eaten and drunken unworthily, and to con- 
demnation, but true faith is always con- 
nected with eternal life. And is this abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to this end, and can none 
be ſaved without it? Can it be ſaid in this 
ſenſe, Except you eat the fleſh, and drink 
be blood of the fon of man, you have no 
life in you? Then, in the ſtrictneſs of the 
expreſſion, good men who died under the 
Old Teſtament and before Chriſt ſuffered, 
are periſhed, and could not have everlaſtin 

life, tho they all eat of the ſame ſpiritual 


19 


meat, and drank of the ſame ſpiritual drink, 1 Cor. x. 
i. e. were true believers, according to the? 


diſpenſation they were under. And then 
what muſt become of thoſe who thro' diſ- 
couragement and fear, or by any neceſſary 
and unavoidable means, as by ſickneſs, or 
diſtance, are prevented and difabled all their 
lives? If then the caſe ſtands thus, as we 
plainly ſee it does, that the eating bis fleſh 
and drinking his blood, which is here ſpoken 
cf, is neceſſarily connected with everlaſtin 
life, it cannot be underſtood of — 
cating, but only of be/zeving in him. 

T obſerve again in the next place, That 
our Lord himſelf repreſents it as a /prritusl 
C 2 _ thing, 
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A Second Diſcourſe 
thing, and to be fþrritually underſtood. 
Beſides the frequent expreſſions which run 
thro' the whole chapter to point out the true 
meaning, and guard againſt miſtakes, when 
our Lord perceived that ſome of the diſci- 
ples appeared diſſatisfied, as well as the eus 
murmured, he ſpake more directly to them 
in the cloſe, and gave them the true key of 
the whole diſcourſe ; I is the ſpirit which 
quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing : The 
words which I ſpeak unto you, they are 
ſpirit, and they are life. q. d. The ſpirit is 
the principle of life to the fleſh, and gives 
it vigour and motion ; and when the ſpirit 
is withdrawn, the fleſh ſignifies nothing, 
and cannot preſerve its own life; ſo 'tis 
the ſpiritual ſenſe of my words which has 
only power to give you life: the carnal 
ſenſe can be of no uſe to this purpoſe, no, 
though you could eat my natural fleſh. 
The words which I have ſpoken to you 
in this diſcourſe are ſpiritual and effica- 
cious ; to be underſtood in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
and able to give life to the ſoul, as the 
ſpirit does to the fleſh; and you ought to 
underſtand me all along of ſpiritual actions, 
and what relates to ſpiritual improvement, 
or the nouriſhment and food of the mind, 
Tis not therefore my living fleſh, as you. 


. abſurdly imagine, but my word and do- 


ctrine, which will make you ſpiritually 
alive, and live for ever. So the apoſtle ſays 
, of 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 


of the 2 meats, Tis a good thing 
. — the heart be gabi. ;ſhed with grace, i. e. 
oſpel, or doctrine of grace, oppoſed 

ogy = verſe and ſtrange dottranes, in the 


rag part of the verſe; and not with Heb. xii. 


meats which have not profited them who have 9. 
been occupied therein, 

So 'tis plain the apoſtle Peter under- 
ſtood our Lord, tho' the Fews murmured 
and miſtook him ; for when upon occa- 
fion of ſome of the diſciples going back, 
and walking no more with bim, he ſaid to 
the reſt of them, Will ye alſo go away? 
Peter readily replies, Lord, to whom ſhall 
we go, thou baſh the words 'of eternal life ? 
which lainly refers to what our Lord had 

fd jul before, My words are ſpirit, and 
T are life: Thy — is the means of 
1] ritual life, and the true way to eternal 


life ; or in the language of the apoſtle, the * — v. 
words of this life; or words whereby WE Adis xi. 


- muſt be ſaved. 
| This might be farther illuſtrated by the 
parallel diſcourſe of our Lord to Nicademus, 
when he ſtumbled at our Lord's expreſſion 
of being born again, as the Jeus here mur- 
mured at his talking to them of eating his 


feſh, and faid, Can a man be born when he john ii. 


is old? Can he enter the ſecond time into his 4 
mother's womb and be born? as they ſaid 


here, "How can this man give us his fleſh to z. 


eat 7 Our Lord anſwers, Yerily, verily, 1 
Jay 
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ſay unto you, except a man be born of wa- 
ter, and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; which is exactly 
parallel to the words of the text, Except 
you eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in you : It 
follows, that hie is born of the fleſh is 
fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit 
is ſpirit; that is, 'Tis the ſpirit which 
- ckeneth, the fleſh profiteth nothing. When 
e ſtill continued perplexed, and ſaid, How 
can theſe things be? Our Lord replies, 
Art thou a maſter in Iſrael, and knoweſt not 
theſe things? Art thou a learned man, and 
one of the great council, and underſtandeſt 
not what is ſo frequent in — lan- 
guage, and the writings of the rabbi's? 
Art thou unacquainted with the practice of 
the Jewiſh church, who, when they bap- 
tize a proſelyte, call him a new man, and 
ſay, he is born again? F 
I ſhall only further obſerve, That this 
diſcourſe of our Lord was underſtood in 
this ſenſe by the antients, who have any 
occaſion to mention it, as far as I have ob- 
ſerved, in the firſt three centuries. Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus * ſays directly, When 
ce our Lord fays, Eat my fleſh and drink 
* my blood, he allegorically means the drink 
« of faith, and of the promiſes ; and that 
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concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 


te our Lord is by way of allegory, to them 
« who believe, meat, and fleſh, and nou- 
« riſhment, and food.” Tertullian + ſays, 
« Our Lord urges his intent by allegory, 
* and calls his word eb, to be devoured 
te by the car, ruminated upon by the mind, 
*« and digeſted by faith.“ Origen 4 ſays, 
« We are ſaid to drink of his blood, when 
te ye receive his word, in which life con- 
cc fiſts; and that he feeds mankind. with 
ce the fleſh and blood of his word, as with 
« pure meat and drink,” Euſebius [| fays 
expreſsly, © His word and doctrine are 
« fleſh and blood.” And FJerom 4. fays, 
« In the true ſenſe, the body and blood 
« of Chriſt, is the "word and doctrine of 
« the ſcripture.” 

And now, I think it ſeems plain upon 
the whole, That this diſcourſe of our Lord 
relates to his doctrine and inſtruction, and 
muſt be underſtood in a ſpiritual and figu- 
rative ſenſe ; and that the Lord's- ſupper 
not at all directly ſpoken of or —— 
but quite another thing, as the proper ſub- 
ject of it. Having ſpoken fo largely of 


* 


the 


I Auditu devorandus, ruminandus intellectu, & fide di- 
dus. De Reſur. carnis, cap. 36, 37. 
+ Orig. Homil. 16, 17. 


| CELL £2) TH eiu TH, X 765 AGy us awry # ongny 


mM «wu. De Eccleſiaſt. Theol. I. 3. c. 12. 

+ Licet & de myſterio poſſit intelligi, tamen verius cor- 
pus Chriſti, & ſanguis ejus, ſermo ſcripturarum eit. In 
Plal. 147. 


23 


„ 


— — — OO 4.0. . Iz» IVA —„— — A 
- 


_— 


rr : 
S FT BF AE IEPA WE, 


— - — - 
__ —- — — — 


— 


== 2 ww - 2 cr” wears x» 4 
—_— _— . — —— 


— — — CCI — — 
—> Det WS Gt, — K 
af 3 As 


— STEELS 


rr 


232 
— 2 


— — — 
rr 
— — r 2 2 


2 — 
4 & * 


— 


—— — 


- CE EE IS 
rr a. 
— 


— , oo 


—— Tee ESE I ELIE SE Fo 


„ 2 
> ©} 2 —u— 


IE! 


- 
99 


e 


wv CO 
Ea 


— 2 = 


** 3 2 Bn x 
her ADE cl EEE 


= ng - 
- - 


a 
—_ 
* > 


—— = 
0 _ — — 


- —— _ 


—äů — —-— — —— — 
— - . * * ib - * — © IG . - ” - 
— — — q — - . 


24 


A Second Diſcourſe : 
the firſt enquiry, I ſhall need to be briefer 
on the ſecond. 


IT. Whether if this diſcourſe at all re- 
fer to the ſacrament, there is any ground in 
it for the doctrine of Tranſub/tantiation ? 
And here I ſhall not propoſe to argue from 
the nature of the thing, but only from our 
Lord's diſcourſe in this place; and that 
there is no ſufficient ground for it, even up- 
on that ſuppoſition, will appear from the 
following conſiderations. | 

1. If the Lord's-fupper is not the direct 
fubject of the diſcourſe, but quite another 
thing, as we have ſhewed before; then no- 
thing can be inferred from it, or built up- 
on it, which relates to it. If our Lord is 
not profeſſedly ſpeaking of the ſacrament, 
but of believing in him, and embracing 
his doctrine, then it cannot be inferred from 
hence, that we eat his fleſh, and drink his 
blood, in a literal ſenſe, in the Lord's-ſup- 
per; for that would be an inference with- 
out any foundation, and would be inferring 
one thing of a quite different nature from 
another ; as if I ſhould fay, 'tis mid-day 
becauſe tis high tide, or dark night be- 
cauſe tis low ebb, where there is no neceſ— 
fary connexion, We might at this rate 
infer any thing from any thing, and argue 
without any principles to proceed upon, 
and draw concluſions without premiſes, - 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 


If the true ſenſe of theſe words has been 


rightly repreſented, there can be no pre- 
tence for the doctrine of Tranſubtantiation 
in them, and nothing but the meer ſound 
of the words in two or three verſes, with- 
out any regard to the true ſenſe of them, 
or any relation to the context, and the evi- 
dent occafion and deſign of the whole diſ- 
courſe, If the Lord's-ſupper . is not the 
direct ſubject of it, however it may be al- 
luded to, but ſpiritual eating and drinking 
by faith; a meer alluſion can be no ſuffi- 
cient ground to raiſe any doctrine whatſo- 
ever, much leſs to juſtify any abſurd and 
unreaſonable opinion about it. It would be 
foreign to the matter, if the doctrine were 
never ſo true, and could not, at leaſt, be 
inferred or proved from hence. This rank 
weed docs not grow. in this good foil : "Tis 
no plant of our heavenly Father's planting. 
And this alone, if there was no other conſi- 
deration, would be ſufficient to ſtrike off this 


pretence, and diſcharge this ſcripture fromg 


this ſervice. But this is not all; for, 
2, If there were any reference to the 
Lord's-ſupper in this diſcourſe, it would 
evidently conclude the wrong way, and be 
fo far from eſtabliſhing Tranſubſtantiaticn, 
that it would quite overthrow it. © Tran- 
« ſubſtantiation is a wonderful converſion 
« of the whole ſubſtance of bread and 
« wine in the Lord's-ſupper, into the 
© whole body and blood of Chriſt, fo 
te that there is no ſubſtance of bread and 
D « wine 
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bread of God which came down from heaven. 


LR __ other bread. So my fleſh 


of Second D:ſcourſe 


« wine remaining, but only the accidents 


« and appearances of them.“ Now it falls 
out very unhappily here, that the whole 
turn of our Lord's diſcourſe is quite op 
ſite to this; for he ſpeaks of himſelf as 


come bread, and under the notion of bread; 


not of bread becoming bimſelf. He does 
not ſay, The bread which you are to eat 
will become my body, and the wine, my 
blood; but he ſays on the contrary, I am 
the bread of life: I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven; and the 


He is the living bread, as well as the bread 
of life, who is himſelf living, as well as 

ives life to others, which cannot be ſaid 
1s meat 
inaeed,* my blood drink indeed; as he is the 
true light and the true vine, to ſignify not 
ſo much the propriety as the excellency of 
it; that tis perfect in its kind, and prefer- 
able to all others. This repreſentation of 
himſelf runs thro' the whole chapter. He 
came from heaven to be the living bread, 
on which we are to feed and be nouriſhed ; 


not the bread to become Chriſt, or his 


real fleſh and blood. This plainly contra- 
dicts and overturns the doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, inſtead of ſupporting, or gi- 
ving any countenance to it. 

And when he ſpeaks of eating his fleſh, 


and drinking bis blood, it plainly relates to 


his death, and not to the ſacrameunt; and 
| | | means 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 27 
means the ſame thing which he had before 
called bread. This appears in another verſe 
where he joins them both together, and 
makes them equivalent expreſſions; The 
BREAD which I give is my FLESH, which 81. 
J give for the life of the world. His fleſh 
muſt be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe, in 
which he is faid to be bread; for they are 
rallel expreſſions in this diſcourſe, and 
oth given for the ſame end. In the ſame 
ſenſe therefore in which he is bread, in the 
fame ſenſe we are to eat him; and as the 
one can only be underſtood in a ſpiritual 
ſenſe, for Chriſt cannot be litterally bread, 
ſo muſt the other, by neceſſary conſe- 
quence, be underſtood too. 
And at this rate what muſt become of 
the doctrine of communion in one hind, 
hen our Lord here expreſsly requires the 
edving his fleſh AND the drinking his blood, 
as neceſſary to everlaſting life: Tis his 
blood ſhed and poured forth, and not as 
contained in his body; the blood of his 
ſlain and crucified body, not of his living 
and glorified one; and we are to dr:inh, and 
not to eat his blood: and fo our Lord 
himſelf inſtituted it afterwards, when he 
faid, Drink ye all of it. And tho' in a fi- Nat. 
gurative ſenſe they may both fitly ſignify xxvi. 27. 
the ſame thing, that is, believing in him; 
yet in a proper ſenſe, as they underſtand 
it, it cannot ſignify the fame thing, but 
two diſtinct things. So that eating hrs fleſh, , 
DO and 
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and drinking his blood, cannot be underſtood 
in the ſenſe of Tranſubſtantiation, or eating 
his natural fleſh in the ſacrament, but only 
of ſpiritual feeding on his doctrine, or be- 
lieving on him. FLY 
Then the Caparnattes were in the 
right, and did not mriſeender/tand his do- 
ctrine. They plainly underſtood him in a 
ſenſe ſomewhat like that of Tranſub/tan- 
tiation, tho not altogether ſo abſurd ; and 
this was the ground of their offence, and 
of their leaving him at laſt: The Fews 


- murmured at him becauſe he ſaid, I am the 


bread which came down from heaven. And 


. how can this man give us his fleſh to eat? 
And ſome of his diſciples ſaid, Thrs ts a 


hard ſaying, who can hear it? This occa- 
ſioned their murmuring and offence. They 
plainly underſtood him in a groſs and car- 
nal ſenſe, as if he meant to give them his 
natural fleſh and blood to eat and drink, 
as the church of Rome underſtands it now, 

Now then I aſk, Whether they under- 
ſtood him right or wrong, and took his 
true meaning and defign or not? If they 
underſtood him right, then why are they 
blamed ; why does our Lord reprove them 
for their murmuring, and charge them with 
unbelief, and upbraid them for being of- 
fended ? Why does he fay, Ze alſo bave 


64. ſeen me and believed not? And again, There 
61. are ſome of you who believe not. Does this 


alſo offend you ? Why is this made an ar- 
5 | gument 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 
gument of unreaſonable prejudice and of- 


fence, and reckoned an error and fault in 


them ? It was certainly a groſs miſtake of 
his meaning, and a great ſtupidity in them, 
to underſtand him in ſounreaſonable a ſenſe, 
when he had dropt ſo many hints to ſecure 
his meaning, and ſuch ways of expreſſion 
were ſo uſual and well known among the 
Jews. Will any man of ſobriety and un- 
derſtanding pretend to juſtify the Caper- 
nates, — maintain that they underſtood 
him in the ſenſe he deligned ? I am ſure 
that ſeveral of the greateſt interpreters in 
the church of Rome underſtand it other- 
wiſe, as cardinal Cajetan, Fanſonius, and 
others ; and the council of Trent itſelf, after 


long debates about it, thought fit to com- 


promiſe the matter, and leave it undeter- 
mined, 4 

If, on the contrary, they underſtood him 
wrong, then Tranſubſtantiation cannot be 
right, and that ſenſe of the words muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be falſe; for that cannot be right in 
the one, which was wrong in the other. If 
the Fews miſtook his meaning, the Papiſts 
cannot take it right, They plainly run into 
the I . error which he blamed in the 
carnal If this was the thing intended 
in theſe L expreſſions, then they underſtood 
him, in the main, right; and did not mi- 
ſtake his meaning; and there was no * 

0 


7 Utcunque juxta varias Patrum & Doctorum interpreta- 


tiones intelligatur. Conc. Trid. Sefs. 21. c. 1. 
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of offence, and forſaking him; or if there 
was, it was not owing to their prejudices and 
miſunderſtanding, but to the nature of his 
doctrine ; and that indeed would always 
be a ground of offence to upright and difinte- 
reſted men to the end of the world. | 
4. I argue from our Lord's gſcenſion to 
61,62. heaven. This is referred to here: When Feſus 
knew in himſelf that his diſciples murmured 
at it, he ſaid unto them, Doth this offend you ? 
What and F you ſhall fee the ſon of man af 
cending up where he was before? Some un- 
derſtand theſe words to refer to their obje- 
ction againſt his parentage, and his calling | 
himſelf the bread of hfe which cam nt 05 
from heaven, which is mentioned in ver 
You cannot wonder that I ſaid I came —— 
from heaven, when you ſhall ſee me aſcend 
to heaven, and go up in a viſible glory with 
the attendance of angels, from whence I 
came. This he often calls going to the fa- 
| ther. He had ſpoken of this before; No 
Chap. iii. Man hath aſcended up into heaven, but he 
4 13. who came down from heaven, even the ſon of 
| man who is in heaven. The ſame perſon 
| was to aſcend to heaven, who came down 
! from heaven, and as a proof and evidence 
that he did ſo. And when he,aſcended to 
heaven, he /at on the right hand of God: 
He reſides and dwells there, inveſted with 
the higheſt dignity, and ſovereign authority, 
and therefore cannot be bodily preſent here 
on earth. | 
But 
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But the reference ſeems more likely to 
ver. 56, where he ſpeaks of eating his fleſh, 
and eating him, and living by him, and 
living for ever; and their objection to him 
upon that account, How can this man give 
us his fleſh to eat? and, This is @ hard ſay- 
ing, who can hear it? Which is the imme- 
diate connexion of the words, and relates 


to the diſciples who were to ſee him aſcend : 


In relation to this, he ſays, What and if you 
ſhall fee the ſon of man aſcend up where he 
was before? q. d. You cannot think of eat- 
ing my fleſh on earth, when ygu ſhall ſe 
me aſcend to heaven. This will be a ſen- 
ſible demonſtration to the contrary, and 
make the thought of it utterly unreaſon- 
able and abſurd. It will appear impoſſible 
to eat my natural fleſh, when you ſhall fee 
me aſcend, tho' you muſt always do it in 
the ſenſe I intend. So one of antients * 
fays, He tells them of his aſcenſion to 
draw off their minds from the groſs con- 
e ceptions of corporal eating his fleſh.” 
This is plainly the force of our Lord's rea- 
ſoning in this place; and tho' ſome men 
have found a way to bring down Chriſt from 
heaven to be facrificed to God afreſh, and 


continually devoured by men, yet this will 


reduce the matter to this plain oppoſition, 
that either T; 1 muſt deſtroy 
this reaſoning of our Lord, or this reaſoning 

will 
ea + owuemins ewolay d urg a p8hxiay. Athan. in 
illud Evang. Quicunque dixerit. 
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will deſtroy Tranſubftantiation: And which 
of theſe is the more reaſonable, judge ye 
within yourſelves. - 

T ſhall only further obſerve here, That tho' 
two or three of the antient writers chiefly af- 
ter the third century, ſeemed to think, that 
this diſcourſe might relate to the Lord's- 
ſupper, or at leaſt be an alluſion to it, and 
be fitly accommodated to it, as ſome devo- 
tional writers among the moderns alſo do; 
yet none of them ever underſtood it in the 
ſenſe of Tranſubſtantiation, or for literal eat- 


ing his natural fleſh, and drinking his blood, 


but only of eating and drinking him ſpiritual- 
ly, and by faith, with reſpe to his doctrine 
and death; which tho' tis peculiarly proper 
inthe ordinance of the Lord's-ſupper, yet was 
their preſent duty at that time, and is a neceſ- 
fary duty at all times, as well without the uſe 
of the ſacrament, as with it. I ſhall only 
give you the teſtimony of St. Auſtin * to 
this purpoſe, tho in his later writings, he 
was of the ſame opinion with the more, 
antient Fathers, as appears in his book De 
civitate Dei. He lays down this excellent 
rule of interpreting ſcripture ; © If the ſay- 
1 cc ing 
* $i præceptiva eſt locutio, aut flagitium aut facinus ve- 
tans, aut beneficentiam jubens, non eſt figurata. Si autem 
Aagitium aut facinus videtur juberi, aut utilitatem aut bene- 
ficentiam vetari, figurata eſt. Ni manducaveritis, inquit, 
carnem filii hominis, & ſanguinem biberitis, vitam in vobis 
non habebitis. Facinus vel flagitium videtur juberi, figura ergo 
eft, præcipiens paſſioni Domini efſe communicandum, & 
ſuaviter atque utiliter in memoria recondendum, quod caro 
— pro nobis crucifixa & vulnerata fit. De Doctr. Chriſti, 
Lib. z. c. 16. 
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ing is preceptive, either forbidding a wic- 
« ked action, or commanding to do that 
“ which is good, it is no figurative ſaying ; 
* but if it ſeem to command any wicked 
tte thing, or forbid what is profitable and 
« good, it is figurative. This ſaying, Ex- 
* cept ye eat the fleſh of the ſon of man, and 
« drink his blood, ye have no life in you, 
« ſeems to command a wicked and flagi- 
« tious thing; it is therefore a figure, en- 
« joining us to communicate in the paſſion 
c of our Lord, and lay it up in dear re- 
&© membrance that his fleſh was crucified 
* and wounded for us.” 8 

1 might add, that when the heathens, by 
miſinformation, objected to the Chriſtians 
their eating of man's fleſh, they rejected it 
with deteſtation, and retort it upon their ad- 
verſaries with great aggravation; which they 
could not have done with any reaſon and 
truth, or any modeſty and ſhame, if this 


doctrine had been true, and they had ſo 


underſtood the matter. 
| | E Tour 
* 'ArJpareicoy oupxiy Boggs A z5rwgxouer. We Chriſtians 
don't own the ning of human fleſh. ' Fuf. Mart. Apol. 2. 

Na dH vx For dySrwmpayia. Tatian cont. Græcos. 
Minutius Felix repreſents it as a calumny of the devil. Si 
ratio, non inſtigatio dzmonis judicaret—His enim & hujus- 
modi fabulis ii dzmones ad execrationis hotrorem, im- 
. adverſus nos referſerant—Sic eſt negotium 
; ab ipfis enim rumor falſus & ſeritur & fovetur. 

Minutii Oct. r | 
n They might be aſhamedto object it to the 
Chriſtlans. Hec qui editis quantum abeſtis a conviviis 
Chriftianorym.—Erubeſcat error veſter Chriſtianis, qui no 


Te” om fngrizna in cpulis efcalentis Labomns, © 


Apel. c. 9. 
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If any after all ſhould think it ſtrange 
that our Lord ſhould repeat and continue 
this figurative way of ſpeaking throughout 
the chapter, and after ſo great a miſtake of 
his meaning, and offence to the Fews and 


to ſome of the diſciples; I ſhall only fay, 


That as theſe expreſſions were well under- 
ſtood among the Jews, and agreeable to 
their manner of ſpeaking, and he had given 
ſufficient hints quite thro' the diſcourſe, to 
lead them to his true' meaning, and prevent 
miſtake, to honeſt and attentive minds, and 
accordingly we find the twelve underſtood 
his meaning, and took no offence at it ; fo 
It was very uſual in our Lord's diſcourſes to 
a mixed multitude, and when he had to 
do with unreaſonable and prejudiced men, 
who ſhewed no diſpoſition to receive and 
attend to his doctrine, but only to cavil and 
be offended, not to open his mind fo freely 
that they could not miſtake it, to put them 
upon enquiry, and for the exerciſe of their 
diligence, and the trial of their fincerity ; 
perhaps too that they might not thro' their 
' perverſeneſs be hardned in their oppoſition 
to him. This is the reaſon aſſigned for his 
"ſpeaking to them ſo often in parables, Matt. 
Kili. 13. 


I ſhall conclude all with two remarks of 


a different kind, from what has been faid. 
The one is, That there is no foundation in 
- ſcripture for the antient cuſtom of communt- 
| cating infants, This practice began early, 


1 


and 
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and continued. a conſiderable time in the 
Chriſtian church, chiefly in Afr:ca, and is 
obſerved in ſome of the Eaſtern churches to 
this day.* But as it wasplainly built upon a 
miſtaken ſenſe of theſe words, as it they re- 
lated to the ſacrament, and made it abſolute- 
ly neceflary to the falvation of every one; 
ſo when the words are rightly underſtood, 
there appears no foundation or pretence for 
ſo ſtrange. a thing. Indeed it has been diſ- 
uſed in the church of Rome for ſeveral cen- 
turies, which however right 1n itſelf, is no 
great mark of her infallibility, and ſtrict 
adherence to the unanimous ſenſe of the an- 
tient Fathers in interpreting ſcripture, to 


which nevertheleſs their. prieſts are ſworn at 


their ordination. . | 

The other thing I would remark here is 
of a practical nature, and more importance, 
That we ſhould. carefully attend to the i- 
ritual meaning, and true deſign of this diſ- 
courſe, that is, that we believe on Chriſt to 
everlaſting life, or receive his doctrine, and 
depend upon his death, who came from 
heaven to reveal the will of God to men, 
and to give his fleſh for the life of the world. 
It will fignify nothing to our acceptance 


with God, and eternal life, to renoance the 


doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation and the er- 
rors of Popery, if we have no participation 
with Chriſt by belicving in him; if we 


have no part in him, and are not made par- Joh. xii, 


| me TP takers 
» Lndolp. Hiſt. Echiop. Lib. 3. c. 6. 
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takers of Chriſt ; of his ſpiritual benefits by 
a living faith. 

As we have the cleareſt reyelation of the 
will of God by him, and the free uſe of 
our bible, and many opportunities and hel 
for underſtanding it, which are denied 
people in Popiſh countries; if we don't 
make an anſwerable improvement in a 


greater increaſe of knowledge and holineſs, 


we ſhall incur a greater guilt and condemna- 
tion, and be more blameable, and more mi- 
ſerable than they. So our Lord tells Caper- 
naum, Thou wwho art exalted up to heaven, ſhalt 


be brought down to hell; and it ſhall be more 


aral, for Sodom in the day of judgment than 
for thee. Proteſtants will Peril with greater 
aggravation than Papiſts, as they have greater 
advantages for their ſalvation; and I doubt 
not, but the errors of the Papiſts will be leſs 
criminal than the zgnorance of Proteſtants, 
their zea! may juſtly reproach our neglects, 
and Popiſh ſuperſtition will fare better than 
Proteſtant profaneneſs or irreligion. 
Letus not ſatisfy ourſelves withunderſtand- 
ing the true meaning of the words, but at- 
tend to the great de/jgn of them, to bring 
us to true faith in Chriſt, and to imbibe 
and digeſt his doctrine, or mingle the word 
we hear with faith, that we may profit by it, 


Let us be chiefly concerned about efernal 


45 to which he leads our thoughts quite 
ough this diſcourſe, and not be diverted 


by worldly cares, or unreaſonable preju- 


dice, from purfuing the great end of his 


doctrine 


{ 


concerning Tranſubſtantiation. 


doctrine and death, and the principal care 
and buſineſs of our lives. As he took oc- 
caſion from earthly things, from the loaves 
and manna, to ſpeak of ſpiritual and hea- 
venly things, let us be excited by our daily 
diligence and care about lower things, to 
a more carneſt and vigorous concern about 
ſpiritual good, and to labour for the meaf 
which periſbeth not, but endureth to everlaſt- 
ing life. If we attend only to the pre- 
ſent advantage by him, and reſt in a meer 
outward profeſſion, as the Jeus here fol- 
Jowed- him for the loaves, we ſhall be in 
danger of being offended, and forſating him 
too ; eſpecially if difficulties and trials 
ſhould ariſe : but if we conſider him as 
having the words of eternal life, we ſhall 
ſay with the apoſtle, Lord to whom [hall 
we go but only unto thee? and cloſely ad- 
here to him, and continue in his word, If 
our hearts are eftabliſhed by grace, we ſhall 


dedirines, nor like children be toſſed to and g. 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
Rn from whatſoever 

the flight of men, and cunning craftineſs 14- 
whereby they he in wait to — If we- 
heartily embrace his doctrine by a ſound 
faith and ſubjection of ſoul, and feed upon 
the bread of hfe for our daily nouriſhment 
and ſtrength, we ſhall have everlaſting life 
by him, and be raiſed up at the laſt day. 

| #-I1 NI © | 

P. 4. I. penult. for Ow Lord having, read When our Lord. 
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